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Welcome back for a fun-filled end to the school year! This term, our exciting topic is ‘Out of India’. The children will be learning where India is on a
map and comparing our village to a village in India, looking carefully at the similarities and differences between the two. We will also explore Indian
traditions, culture and daily life, while comparing the weather and climate in India to that of the UK. In Science, the children will be applying all of
the skills they have learned throughout the year to a range of scientific enquiry challenges. They will be planning investigations, making predictions,
observing closely, measuring carefully and choosing the best ways to record their findings. We will also be getting very creative this term by learning
about the significance of Diva lamps and designing our own, exploring colourful Rangoli patterns and creating our own using rice, as well as making
clay Indian elephant sculptures. It promises to be an inspirational, creative and exciting topic to end the year!

Our key texts this term will include The Wheels on the Tuk Tuk, The Runaway Chapatti and a variety of traditional Indian folktales.

Our Reception children will begin by developing their understanding of the features of these types of stories. They will create story maps to help
them retell the stories and begin writing simple sentences linked to the texts. Alongside this, the children will continue to develop their language
and vocabulary skills to describe characters, settings and events in greater detail. Our Year 1 and Year 2 children will begin the half term by sequenc-
ing and retelling stories before moving on to explore characterisation and the use of speech within writing. They will also write instructions for mak-
ing raita to enjoy with chapatti, before ending the topic by creating their own sequel to an Indian folktale.

Daily Sounds-Write phonics sessions, alongside active and written handwriting sessions, will form part of our weekly routine. These sessions will
support the development of both gross and fine motor skills, helping to improve handwriting fluency and presentation.

Year 1 and Year 2 children will also take part in weekly guided reading sessions where they will use and apply their VIPERS reading skills. Through a
range of engaging texts, the children will strengthen their understanding by answering structured questions focused on key reading skills such as
vocabulary, inference and authorial purpose.

Over the half term, our younger children will begin by exploring grouping
and sharing through practical activities and play-based learning. They will
develop their understanding of odd and even numbers, recognise and
make doubles, and begin to use mathematical language to explain what
they notice. The children will also practise counting, matching quantities
and recognising simple number patterns through songs, games and hands-
on resources. Towards the end of the term, they will explore patterns and
the rules they follow, as well as describing position and movement using
everyday language such as forwards, backwards, next to and behind.

Our Year 1 and Year 2 children will begin their work on time by learning the
days of the week and months of the year before moving on to understand-
ing seconds, minutes and hours. They will then develop their skills in telling
the time using 5-minute intervals. Following this, the children will explore
mass, capacity and volume by comparing and measuring using accurate
units of measure. They will then apply their understanding of the four op-
erations to solve a range of practical problems linked to measurement.

Our PE session will be on a MONDAY where the children will be
focusing on tennis, where they will be developing their throwing,
catching and racket skills, as well as learning how to work as a team
and improve their coordination. On FRIDAY we will be enjoying
Forest School sessions, developing their confidence, resilience and
outdoor learning skills through a range of practical activities.

Please ensure that your child comes to school dressed in their PE
kit.

In PSHE this half term, our theme is Changing Me. The children will
be learning to name different parts of the body and understand how
to keep themselves healthy through exercise, sleep and making
healthy food choices. We will also explore how people grow and
change from babies into adults, discussing the different stages of life
and how we develop over time.

Ways to help with learning at home this term

Year 2: Please log in to Times Tables Rock Stars at home and practice the 2, 3, 5 and 10 times tables, including both multiplication and

division.
Weekly spellings will be sent home for the Year 1 and 2 children, to be tested on a WEDNESDAY. Please take a look at these each week and
help your child to spell the words independently. Mrs Stevens posts these via Seesaw each week.

Reading—Please ensure that your child’s reading book and diary comes to school every day. Please remember to write in your child’s diary
every time you read with them. We very much value your support in listening to your child read. Sharing books together is a fantastic way to
nurture positive reading habits. Bedtime stories where you model the reading is hugely beneficial.

Homework challenges— Each child will receive a homework challenge menu via Seesaw. There will be enough tasks to complete at least 1
per week based on our topic. You can choose any way that you would like to record your experiences, for example, you can use pictures,
photographs, writing, cartoons or you could stick souvenirs in your book. You can also choose the order in which you complete the challeng-
es. Please don’t worry if you do not get chance to complete all of the challenges, they are designed for you to pick and choose which activi-
ties you would like to do with your child and that fit around your family life. Each week we will choose a selection of work to be presented to
the class to develop social and communication skills. We do hope that you can complete as many challenges as possible so that your child
can share their successes with their peers and school staff.

Many Thanks for your continued support

Miss Timbrell and the Class 1 team




